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Thecommittee consiats of Messrs. MecDovearr,
Pomenoy, Crarx, Porx, and Cowaw.

Mr., HALE. A special committee was ap-
pointed at the last session that has not entively
closed its tabors. I inquired of one of the officers
of the Senatc if it was customary to continue such
commnittees during thiy session, and was told
that it was. From the motion just made, how-
sver, [ understand otherwise. I therefore move
that the sclect committee appointed at the last
session to inquire into the circumstances attend-
ing the destruction and logs of the navy-yards at
Norfolk and Pensacola and the armory at Har-
per’s Ferry,be continued during thissession. In
making the motion, I will say that I think we
shall be_able to make a report by the Ist of Jan-
uary, We simply want to be continued in order
to make a report.

The motion was agreed to.

Thecommittee consists of Messrs, Harg, Jonn-
soN of Tennessee, and GRriMES,

MILITARY DISASTERS,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The business reg-
ularly in erderis the resolution submitted by the
Senator from Michigan, [Mr., Cuaxprer,} on
Thursday last, to which an amendment was pro-
posed by the Senator from Towa, [Myr. Grimes.)
The resolution and amendment will be read.

The resolution was read, as follows:

Resolved, "I'hat a committee of three he appointed to in-
quire into the disasters of Bull Run and Edwards’s Ferry,
with power to scud for persons and papers,

The amendment of Mr. Grives was to substi-
tute for the original resolution the following:

Resolrved hythe Senate and Fouse of Representatives, That
a joint committes, to be composed of two members of the
Senate and three members of the House of Representatives
be appointed to fnquire into the reason of thedisasters that
have attended the public anns, with power to send for per-
sons and papers,

Mr, CHANDLER. As the proposition of the
Senator from lowa is a substitute,& presume it is
in ordex to perfect the original resolution before
voling on the substitute.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis.

My, CIIANDLER. I move to strike out
“Bdwards’s Ferry,” and insert ¢ Ball’s Bluff.”’
1 understand that the battle actually occurred at
Ball’s Bluff.

The amendment wag agreed to.

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no fur-
ther amendment to the original resolution, the
question is on agreeing to the substitute proposed
by the Senator from Iowa,

Mr, GHHANDLER. M. President, I hope the
substitute will not be adopted by the Senate. I
connected together the two transactions named in
the resolution becausc they are properly one dis-
aster, If the disaster had not oceurved at Bull
Run there would have been no Bell’s Bluff affair.
I desire to have the opportunity to investigate
both these disasters; but I hope the Senate will
not give the committee a roving commission to go
all over the United States and see whether there
have been other disasters, and to inquire into their
cause, There certainly should be a committee
for the Northwest, if there-are any investigations
to be made there; and I will vote for a proposi-
tion to create another committes to investigate
western disasters. 1 trust the substitute will not
prevail,

My, POMEROY. Mr. President, befove voting
for any of these resolutions, I should like to ask
the Senate, being myself a young member here,
whether wecan, through a committee of this body,
enhter upon an investigation into the character and
conduct of any officer, if that investigation is lin-
ble to resultin animpeachment, AsIunderstand
-the Constitution, we are the tribunal to try all
cases of impeachment; and if these investigations
are atall liable to lead to a proceeding by impeach-
ment, | should like to know how the Senate can
enter upoit them. 1 do not see how we can sit
to try impeachments if we have been devoting
our time to the investigation of the facts in ad-
vance, I have thought that such investigations
should be made by the House of Representatives,
and not by the Schate, I shall noturge the point
at thiy timie; but it is a point which in my mind
applies to ull committees to investigale transue-
tions that may lead to the impeachment of Gov-
ernment officers,

My, CHHANDLER, Mr. President, gencrals
are not subject to impeachment, Thisinvestiga-

tion can reach no officer who is subject to impeach~
ment.  One of our number has been slain, and the
verdiet of the Army is that nobody is to blame,
One thousand eight hundred men were sentacross
the Potomac river with two old scows, and over-
whelmed and cut to pieces, without any means of
retreat. I thinlc the Senate owes it to itself to
look into the cause of this disaster, There can
be no impeachment: there may be blame. I trust
this committee, whoever may compose it, will
make a thorough investigation, and lay the blame
where it belongs; and then I trust that the proper
authorities will apply the appropriate remecdy,
and seesthat no such’disaster ever oceurs again
from a similar cause. )

. Mr. POMEROY. Iknow very well that mil-
itary officers are not subject to impeachment;
but, as my colleague argued the other day, mili-
tary officers are not commanders-in-chief; and
this investigation may lead us to the fact that
orders which resulted disastrously did not issue
from military officers, but from headquarters; and
we may, in consequence, be called upon to try an
impeachment. The other day it was asled liere
why it was that regiments were sent to Cairo in-
stead of being sent to reinforce Lyon, evidently
reflecting, not upon military officers, but upon
civil officers—upon the highest civil officer of the
Government. I'say that these investigationslead
in that direction, and therefore we ought not to
appoint such committees, :

Mr, McDOUGALL. Mr. President, I am op-
posed Lo this resolution as it now stands, and to
any such resolution. I have felt, I thinl,as dee
an interest ag any Senator upon this floor, both
in tho affair at Bull Runand in that at Ball’s Bluff,
I have taken great pains to inform myself as to
the particulars of both those affairs, and I think
I am well informed on_the subject—probably as
well informed as any Scnator would be after the
report of a committee; but I cannot understand
that any discussion, growing out of such a-re-
port, could be of any value to the Senate. I do
not think it would bo profitable at thig time to
enter into a popular discussion on those topies
The remedy will not lie in any such discussion
I can see no legislation to flow from it that will
be of any sevrvice to the Government. If Sena-
tors wish to be informed and are not, they have
access to the means of information to a cerlain
extent, I have, as I said befove, felt a deep in-
terest in the causes of these disasters, and have
inquired particularly as to them. I think, how-
ever, that instead of promoting the great cause
in which we are now so deeply engaged, all these
discussions will tend to embarrass it,

My, GRIMES. I propose to change the sub-
stitute which I offered, so as to make it read:
¢t three members of the Senate and four members
of the House of Representatives.” I desire to
say, Mr. President, that I am notparticular asto
where and by what method this investigation
shall be carried on; I do not care whether 1t ori-
ginates in the Scnate or in the House of Repre-
sentatives; but I believe that the best interests of
the country, the reputation of the country, the
reputation of the Army,and the reputation of the
officers of the Army, require that there should be
some investigation—if not through the military
authorities, then through the authority of the
House of Representatives or the Senate, or of
both conjoined.

Let me tell Senators that this is no new pro-
ceeding, Investigations like this are coeval with
the Government,  In 1790, during the adminis-
tration of George Washington, a grand expedi-
tion was fitted out to penctrate the Northwest,
under the command of General St. Clair, That
campaign was disastrous, and a resolution was
introduced into the House of Representatives in
Congress, to raise a committee for the purpose of
investigating the causes that led to that disaster.
A committee was raised, and in 1792 areport was
made by Mr. Fitzsimmons, of Pennsylvania, in
responsc to that resolution. Up to thattime there
had been an almost universal and a very intense
prejudice throughout the country against General
8. Clair; it was believed that he waa vesponsible
for the disasters that attended that campaign; but
when the facts were thoroughly investigated by
the committee, and spread before the country, the
public sentiment on that subject underwent an !

" N i i
entive change, and Genera} St. Clair wasentirely |
exonerated (rows blame, Now, [say that justice |

to the officérs, to the soldiers; and 1o the ¢on
demands' that'we should: hiave Some:sort of iny
tigation now,and"krow where the blame does
rest for the disasters that have' occurred i
course of the struggle in which we are engaged:
In regard to "thé battle of Ball Run, we Enow
thatit hasbeen trumpeted through thie newspap
that the whols of that disasfer was atiributal

fo

the'fact that thére were fifty or'sixty eivilidng'on -

the ground; and there are simpletons . eng!
the country to believe that fifty or sixty :
dred civilians, two or thres mi?;siﬁ‘ the rearof the
Army, actually crested -thé stampede. which e~ -
sulted so disastrously to.ourveputation, 1 heard
it declared ina sermon—at the. delivery of which
I happened to be present—that it was becanse the
battle was fought on a Sunday. I have heard
regular officers declare that it was because of the
cowardice of the militia; and I have heard others
say that it wasbecause men who were mere bureau
officers, meve carpet knights, were elevated to the
responsibility of commanding the Army: - Let us
know whether that is so or not; let us know
whether men are scleeted for these responsible
places because they are thoroughly edueated: in
military affairs, and are capable of stimuldting
their commands by their own bravety and knowl-
edge of military affairs, or because they happen
to be more skilled in the arts of gastronomy than
in the arts of war. )

So, Mr. President, in regard to the campaign
in the West, We heard the version of the Sen-
utor from Kansas the other day, and the ideas
that are entertained by those who are disposed to
criticise and condemn the conditet of the late com-
manding general of the western department. ‘The
friends of that commanding general entertain alto-
gether different opinions on thatsubject. They be-
lieve that he wasnotresponsible for the disasters in
that campaign; they believe that liehad a right to
expect that General Liyon would fall back upon his
reserves at Roila, and not put everything at stake
upon the issue of the battle at Wilson Creek, Let
the country know what are the facts, If they con-
demn General Frémont, let him be condemned;
if they justify him, then'in Gad’ name let him
bojusliﬁléd. R

Mr. LANTE, of Kansas, ‘Will the Senator allow
me to make a single remark ? )

Mr. GRIMES, Certainly.

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, 1did not intend, My,
President, to attach blame to any particular indi-
vidual, neither the President of the United States
nor the commander of the western department.
There i3 no one who has a more exalted opinion
of the ability, the honesty, and the patriotism of
the President of the United States than myself.
I do desire, howerver, representing a State that
lost a large number of men at Wilson Creek, to
have a full investigation of the causes that led to

hiin.

that misfortune. 1 know that the troops were *

within reach to veinforce the army at Wilson
Creck. I know that there were troops in hund
to reinforce Mulligan; und I do believe that there
has been develiction of duty or want of capacity
somewlhere. Who has shown this want of ca-
pacity, our people desire to know.

Mr. GRIMES. I hardly know whether the
remarks of the Senator from Kansas are to be
regarded as a disclaimer of the ided that I enter-
tatned of the drift of his argument the other day,
or not. linferred from what he said then, that
he autributed the disasters of the campaign in
Missouri, to the conduct of General Frémont. ' 1
muy be in error, .

So, Mr. President, in regard to Lexington, to
which the Senator refers: It has been said that
few military men could have imagined that Col-
onel Mulligan, with & command consisting of one
regiment of infantry, one regiment of hovsemen
with nothing except sabers at their disposal in
the way of weapons, and half a regiment of home
guards, would throw himself into litle intrench-
ments that had been thrown up in the course of
three days, and there, without water, undertake
to defund himself against an army which was
known for at least six days to be approaching
him, composed of twenty-three thousand bellig-
erents, Idonot know that that is so; but [ say
that that is the opinion entertained by the friends
of General Frémont, and it is a question which
we ought to investigate, that the country may
know whether they or those who condenut Gen-
eral Frémont are right, I am very well aware

tho
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this investigation ought to be gone into before

niilitary authorities; but the military authorities

have not seen fit to make the investigation, and
hence I insist that it is the right and the duty of
Congress to makeit. =~ =~ L.

I have reférred to the institution of a similar
inquiry to this in 1792. T now refer to the reso-
lution "introduced by M. Bradley, of Vermont,
on the 9th day of July, 1813, which reads as
follows:

¢ Résolued, That a committee be appointed to inquire
into the causes which have led to the multipiied failures of
the arms of the United States”—

It is general, it will be observed, as the substi-
tute which 1 have proposed—
ffon our western and northwestern frontler, and that the
committee be authorized to send for persons and papers.??

That resolution was not at that time adopted.
Lt was defeated by a vote of 76 to 67, but solely
forthe reason thatit wasin July,and at that time
it was believed that a committee of the House of
Representatives, or of the Senate, had no rightto
sit in the recess. That is the reason assigned in
the arguments of the gentlemen who debated it
pre and con. .

Mr. WILSON. Was that in the Senate or in
the ITouse of Representatives?

Mr. GRIMES. Inthe House of Representa-
tives. Governor Findley, who was & member of
the Ilouse of Representatives from the State of
Pennsylvania, urged in behalf of this resolution
the following arguments:

“Mr. Findley stated that in 1790 an expedition, com-
manded by Colonel Harmer, composed of his own reginent
and detachments of militia from the neighboring States,
including Pennsyivania, having been earried aguinst the
Indian towns and totally defeated, Congross provided a
more numerous arny of eulisted levies, which eomposed
the expedition conunanded by General St. Cluir, in 1794,
against the Indian towns. This expedition also was not
oitly defeated, bt so completely destroyed thatanew and
wore pennanent anmy lud to be ralsed and organized, the
accomplishment of which was vory mueh diseouraged by
such repeated and destructive defeats, In order, us fur asg
possible, to prevent the recurrence again of such misfor-
tunes by means of any detect in the intended orgamization

of' a new army, i committee was appointed to inquire Into
the causes of e fuiture of that unfortunate expedition, Che
cemumittee, towards the elose of the session, aceompanied
a coneise report with a grent mass of the testlinony, but
the inquiry not being decmed safiiciently full, the subjret
wits recommitted to a committee, comnposed of the same
members, the next session, who sat and continued their in-
quiry until uear the close of that session also, when they
made another coucise report, explaining and confinning the
former one, supported by much new testimony, 'The ses-
slon being nearu cloge, the proecedings wora notpublished,
but the testimony and the books of intvrmation givon inby
the parties principally interested are still in poszession of
the House, There was,as Iy the ease in all unlortunate ex-
peditions, stroug prepossession agninst the eommander. By
the tnquity, the grounds of these were removed, and the
eanses townd prineipally to arise from the generat plan, the
construetion of the army, md delay and insuflicieney of
supplies ol alt sorts, badness of the gunpowder,” e,

At the next session, Mr, President, thig raso-
lution was modified and was adopted, and in pur-
suance of it an investigation was had.

Lhave alluded to these precedents in ovder to
show that there is nothing novel in this resolution;
that similar resolutions have been adopted by
Cougress Lo investigate into the results of other
military campaigns; and that, iu my opinion,
there are peculiar reasons why we should have a
thorough and searching investigation into the dis-
asters that have attended this campaign.

My, FOSTER., Mr. President, I have no doubt,
as the honorable Senator from lowa says, that
there are precodents for inquiries and for commit-
tees of this sort; but they have been made under
circumstances very different from those in which
we are now placed. The Senator will search in
vain for any precedents at all applicable, for the
country has never heen in any like condition,
Old precedents will not apply to the present ex-
igeney,

. The honorable Senator says this isa proper
inquiry for the military authovities to make, that
they ought to make it, and as they do not make
it, it is our duty to make it. My, President, I
diffur entively from the honorable Senator in his
conclusion from those premises. If this is an
inquiry which the military authorities ought to
ake, and they do not malce, I for one, as a mem-
ber of this Senate, will not vote to muake it at the
present time. I take it for granted thatif the
military authorities do not investigate this ques-
tion at the present time, they believe that this is
the wrong times and, without being a military
man, I can see very abundant reasons why this

We have, sir,an enemy,not at the gates of the
capital, but wo can occasionally hear their cannon,
Ouar Army is posted between ug and them, and
their paramount duty, in my. opinion, is to attend
to their duties in the field.” If the military aa-
thorities commanding that Avmy have postponed
any inguiry into thig subject for the reason that
the men connected with it have higher duties at
the present time than to sit in courts-martial, I
certainly shall not differ from them, but concur
with them in opinion. I shall not attempt to call
them away from their duties in the ecamp or on the
battle-field, in order that we may find out who
is to blame for a disaster which happened a few
weeks or a few months ago.

Suppose we raise a committee and give them
power to send for persons and papers, we send
for half a dozen officers in camp, just on the eve
of a battle, to_come here and testify before our
committee, Will these gentlemen come? If I
were the commanding general T would imprison
the man who was sent if he attempted to take
them away under such circumstances, and would
say to Congress, ¢“ heve isa state of war; hereis a
battle impending; my men and my officers cannot
be sent as witnesses to testify before & committee
of Congress just now; we must first fight the
public enemy.”” That is what I would say and
do s a military man having command of the
Army, and 1 believe that there is not wanting
sufficient energy and sufficient power in our mil-
itary authoritics to say it and do it, should the
oceasion arise. I put’it as a hypothetical case,
but it is notimprobable that it may occur. Many
of ug thinlc that the Aymy is too inactive, and are
now rather eager for a battle. We cannot have
men in the field fighting a batile, and have them
here in our committee rooms testifying as lo who
was to blame for a disaster. It is"a little unrea-
sonable to expect both these things at one and the
same time,

1 believe in letting the military authorities man-
age the Army. It they manage it badly we shall
malke a bad matter worse by tampering and inter-

feving, and that is all that” will grow out of our
action. If it is badly managed now I am sorry;
Ido notbelieve itis; butifitbe, in Heaven’s name
do not let us malke it worse by tampering, for
worse we shall malce it, and only worse. ’

Now, sir, let the military authorities manage
this question.  If they do not order a court-mar-
tial or a court of inquiry when it is proper to order
ong, after this war is over, if it becomes necessar
to find out who is to blame, let Congress take it
up and examine and settle that question if it be
important to settle it, and meantime let the mili-
tary authovities alone, I believe they are compe-
tent; butif they were everso incompetent, [ would
not add obstacles in the way of their progress by
any inquiries or resolutions of this sort, for very
clearly they are and must be obstacles to the aci-
ive prosecution of this war,

The Senator from Iowa says that the responsi-
bility of these disastersis thrown upon this, that,
and the other class of persons; and that at Bull
Run, the civilians, fifty or a hundred of whom
were there, are charged with having, in the rear
of the Army, provoked this stampade, and that
there are a great many simpletons in the country
who believe it.  The honorable Senator himself
was there; I was there. He certainly has nerve
enough to bear the sneers of simpletons. T trust
I have; Tknow he has. If civilians are improp-
erly charged, let us sit under the charge; at all

it tll that isover,

One class of military authorities is charged with
dereliction, and so is unother class, he says, and
let us find out which is in fault—whether it be the
carpet-knights, or whether it be the militia—this
class, or that, or awother. All very well at a
proper time, My, President; but the ‘time is not
now. Aninquiry into this matter will call men
away from higher duties, whichis a sufficient ob-
jection; and even if we could get over that objec-
tion, we should at the present time only create
divisions and heart-burnings, which we can illy
afford justnow. We need union, energy, to save
our country. Lel us, as one man, put ourshoul-
ders to the car of war and press it on to vietory,
and not inquire who has been at fault for its slow
movement, or why it has not before been pressed
on trinmphantly.

would be the wrong time.

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. Prosident, this sub-

cvents while this war is going on, We can bear |

Jjeet was laid over until to-day at my suggestion.
I stated at the time that T thought it was a matter
upon which Senators should have a little more
opportunity for reflection; that I needed it myself
before being able to come to a conclusion as to the
propriety or expediency of passing this resolu-
tion in any form. I see that it has done good,
because it has resulted in a consideration of the
matter evidently avising from the thought that has
been given to it on the part of Scnnloys; and |
trust we shall come to a proper conclusion.

1 had very great doubts about the expediency
of it at the time I made the suggestion. Reflec-
tion, hawever, has satisfied me that no harm can
come of it, and that much good may arise from it,
I cannot agree with my honorable friend from
Connecticut, that we are meddling with that which
is none of our business. I do not accede to the
correctness of the doctrine which has been ad-
vanced in the newspapers and in conversation,
and which seems to be adopted by the honorable
Senator from Connecticut, that Congresshas noth-
ing in the world to do but pass appropriations,
and leave other pablic agents to dispose of the
money at their pleasure, no matter what may be
the opinion of the country and the opinion of us,
as Senators, as to the mabnerin which the means
placed at the disposal of those agents have been
or shall be used.

Mpy. FOSTER. If the Senator will allow me,
he certainly misunderstood me, if he understood
me to advocate any such doctrine as he seems to
suppose T advocated. I do not say, in regard to
this subject, that the Senate have not the power,
and that it is none of our business; by no means.
I say, as a military question, T prefer to leave it
during this war to the military authorities, and
not now to interfere with it; but, at a subsequent
time, if the proper military authorities do not in-
vestigate it, and it be deemed desirable, we can
investigate it,

Mr. FESSENDEN. That leads to the same
result, sir. It is only coming at it in another way,
1f we are to remain"perfectly quict until the end
of the war, it follows necessarity that all we have
to do is to makethe appropriations called for, and
let them be expended preeisely as the persons in
whose hands they pass may choose, without
making any question during the period of the war
as to what is done with the money or what is the
conduet of public agents, becausc all are public
agents,

Now, sir, with reference to this subject, many
things are to be considered, We aré placing &
great burden upon rhe people of this country, or
rather the people of this country are placing a
great burden upon themselves, They are doing
1t willingly, cheerfully, resolutely, witliout a throb
except such as we all feel is for the good of the
country and the attainment of the great objects of
the war, Therefore, sir, while sucl is the feeling,
and while we are their agents (because it is in
Congress to declare war, and in Congress to pro-
vide the means of carrying on war,) it behooves
us most carefully to look at the course of pro-
ceedings relating to the conduct of the war; not,
as my friend suggests, in any earping spirit; not
with the slightest'idea of throwing an obstacle in
the way; but with every wish and witls every de-
termination to urge it ‘on, and to furnish every-
thing that may be necessary in order to its favor-
able, happy consummation,

Then, siv, what is our duty? We soe many
things done about which those whom we repre-
sent feel great anxiety, We see many things done
which do not meet the public approbation, We
see some things done which we do not approve
ourselves, and which evidently call for an inves-
tigation, or, at any rate, call for such an explana-
tion as shall satisfy the people. Now, what are
we to do? Sitidle during all the period that this
War s Lo progress, be it for a longer or a shorter
time; or are we manfully to do our duty,and when
the oceasion presents itsclf in the progress of the
war, inquire in what manneritis conducted ? Sir,
I hold the very contrary of the doctrine that we
are to Jeave everything without question, without
the slightest complaint, without any inquiry cven
as to the conductof this war by the public agents.
We know thatevery day wrongs are perpetrated;
we lnow that every day there are gross frauds
perpetrated upon the country by a certain class
of men; we lnow that the people of this country,
the soldiers of thiscountry, have in some instances
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heen sacrificed without reason; and we do not
know how it was done or by whom it was or-
dered. I allude to onc of the cases that {s men-
tioned in the original resolution—the disaster at
Ball’s Bluff, I believe it was called. There is but
one opinion about that throughout the country,

Well, siv, the veputation of our officers is at
stake. The Administration, in the discharge of
its duty—I have no question, for I throw no fault
upon anybody; I am a friend of the Administra-
tion, and its supporter—has seen fit to take cer-
tain steps with regardtomen. Ido notcomplain
of it. "They know; unquestionably, what they
are about. But, siv, while there is this agitation
in the public mind; while there ure so many ideas
afloat; so many accusations, unfounded, perhaps,
in a very great degree; and no inquiry is made
and no step talen fo enlighten the public in rela-
tion to the matter—that public which carries on
this war, and which furnishes the means for carry-
ing it on—shall we, who are the agents of that
public, be told that during its progress, be it longer
or shorter, we are to ask no questions, male no
compluints, no,investigations,cﬁmow nothing, say
nothing, and inquire nothing about it? I should
conceive myself derelict to my duty if I were to
indulge that idea for a single moment. I hold it
to be our bounden duty, impressed upon.us by
our position here, to keep an anxious, watchful
eye over all the executive agents who are carry-
ing on the war at the direction of the people,
whom we represent and whom we are bound to
protect in relation to this matter,

Nor, sir, do I see at all the diffculty. that is
stated by the honorable Senator from Connecti-
cut. Are we not men of somedegree of senseand
discretion? Avre we sent here, Senators, chosen
nmen of States, Representatives, the select men of
the people in the several districts, without any
idea whatever of a correct and proper course of
proceeding in relation to this matter? Isit prob-
able that we should take a gencral from the head
of his army at the moment that he is about to
fight a battle? Itis said that thathas been done,
not by Congress, but by the executive agencies.
‘Whetherit iss0 or not, I do not pretend to know
or say. [ have no opinion upon that subject at
all. Sir, we can make this inquiry at the present
time; and if an inquiry is necessary, it is neces-
sary before we undertako to appropriate the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars that we must appro-
priate and putinto the hands of these agents. We
must satisfy the people of this country that things
go on well, or we shall find ourselves in a condi-
tion very soon when they will not go on at all.

If we should send our messenger to summon or
command or request the attendance of an officer
here to give testimony at an improper time when
he was needed elsewhere, I take it we should ac-
cept his excuse; butif.a commanding general un-
dertook to imprison our messenger for obeying
our order,.I am very glad that my friend is not
the general; for Lamafraidif he took such a course
he would get himself into a dificulty from which
he could hardly extricate himself.

Sir, we are not under the command of the mil-
itary of this country. They are under ours as a
Congress; and I stand here to maintain it. Say
what men may, we are not second; we are first,
for we are the representatives of the people, and
our behests, so far ag they ave within the limits
of our constitutional authority, are to be obeyed
byall. Ineverwill consent thatIam second and
under the control of the military of this country,
either in this District or out of it, when I stand
here in the discharge of my duty as a Senator.

I hold then, siv, that this inquiry is eminently
proper, and [ hold also that it 1s proper with vet-
erence to the reputalion of officers. Rumors are
cireulating throughout the country in all dirvec-
tions that this officer or that officer—men of emi-
neunce, men of fame, men whom we have put in
high places, or who have been put in high places
Ly the Executive in pursuance of the iaws of the
land—have not done their duty, Well,sir, is this
to go on from week to week, m9nth to month, and
perhaps from year to year, with unfounded im-
putations, perhaps, vesting upon_the fame of men?
Ihold not,” TItisdue to them. Tam notdisposed
to throw any imputation whatever uponanybody
for not making aninquiry heretofore, The ques-
tionis, whether we can ovderit? 'That is conceded.
Whether it will do harm? That I do notbelieve,
I think it is a gentle hint which is necessary at

this particular time; that the representatives of the
people who are carrying on this war deem it their
duty to keep a watehful'eye over the proceedings
of executive agents whaiever they be called and
whatever may be their position, =

Since this resolution has been moved (perhaps
T would rather have deferred it until a later time)
and the question has been raised, I see no harm
to come from it. I believe that sound, sensible,
and judicious men can be found in Congress to
do all with reference to this investigalion that
may be necessary, without careless and prema-
ture publications of words caught up here and
there with reference to men or to things; that they
can wisely and carefully investigate and give to
us, if needed, the result of their investigations,
I Dbelieve there are no better friends of this
country, that therc arc no men more in favor of
carrying on this war woll and supporting the Ad-
ministration in whatever it does that is right and
proper, than those in this Chamber. We are the
friends of the Government, and we are the sup-
porters of the present unfortunate, unhappy war
on the part of the United States against the rebels.
Sir, I trust that we shall not withdraw from our
duty; but as we ave the friends and supporters of
the measures now in contemplation for a great
purpose, one which will malke a passage in his-
tory hardly to be excelled in importance by any-
thing that has been or can be written there, that
we shall do our duty faithfully and fearlessly in
the discharge of the high trust that is imposed
upon us, without reference to any fear of what
may happen to others,

My, CHANDLER, Mz, President, I should
have preferred the original resolution, but [ sce
there 1s a difference of opinion about it. I, there-
fore, accept the amendment of the Senator from
Towa, and trust it will receive a unanimous vote,
and that the Senate and the country will be sat-
isfied with the action of the committee,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The originalprop-
osition having been voted on by the Senate is now
within the power of the Senate, and itis not there-
fore competent for the Senator to accept it. It
will require a vote of the Senate,

My, SHERMAN, Mr. President, I concur
with what has been said by the Senator from
Maine; but I think the resolution does not go far
enough. If Senators will observe the phraseology
of the resolution, they will perceive that the in-
quiry is confined to the disasters of the war, Sir,
it seems to me that a broader inquiry is the chief
duty of this session. The business of voting ap-
propriations is easily disposed of; butif weignore
the high duty imposed upon us as reprosentatives
of the people to investigate the conduct of the
war and of all the officers of the Government, we
neglect the chief duty that is now imposed on us.
To confine this inquiry to the disasters of the
war would be to cripple and limit the proposed
committee in all its operations, Inmy judgment,
this ought to be a committee of inquiry into the
general conduct of the war.

There ave many things that have occurred dur-
ing the course of this war that need our in(ﬁury.
Mot niercly the misfortunes in the ficld at Ball’s
Blufl' and other places, but many orders that have
been issued from different depavtmentsof the Gov-
ernment, the conduct of many of our generals in
the field, the conduct of many of the officers con-
nected with the commissary and other depart-
ments of the Government—all these should be
rigidly inquired into without fear, favor, or affec-
tion.  We all know very well—we have read it
in the newspapers within a few days—that one of
our generals said, in regard to operations in South
Cavolina, that he would not take any of the cotton
there, which was being constantly destroyed by
rebels in arms, unless he could "buy it from a
white man. If any general in our Army uttered
such a sentiment, he ought to be withdrawn from
command as unfit for duty.

It is nlso said in the newspapers, that another
general has excluded slaves and negroes from his
camp. ‘That may be proper as a military meas-
ure, but the reason given for that exclusion is nat
proper, and is dishonorable, it seems to me, to a
military officer. To say that those persons who,
according to experience, have given us the most
reliable mformation, shall be cxeluded from our
camps because they are spies and would convey
intelligence to the enemy, is manifestly untrue,
Very many white people’ would act as spies, und

have acted asrebels, but Ihelieve there hasbeen
no cage.where these:ignorant: people, who-have
been-excluded from. camp Dy one, of our-general
officers, have ever been-foand wanting, in-duty ox
in allegiance to thig country, + Therefore, 1 ¢on=
sider such an orderupon such o/ pretense ag highl y
improper, . T A B R i
at there is another thing, Senators; onc of the
most remarkable that has happened:in any Wati
One of your high officers of the Government—thie
Adjutant General of the United States—travels.all
over the country, outsidé of his ofice; t6 pick up
scraps of testimony; stuff that would not: be, in-
troduced before any justice of the peace,.collocts
them together, presents them to the President of
the United States; and has this lot of stuff—I ¢an
callitby no other name—published. Men’s'char~
aoters, men’s reputations, that are. dear to them,
are put at hazard by conduct like this. . Private
conversations held in the confidence of friendship;
loose opinions drawn from. military associates
perverted and torn from their eontext; secrets of
high importance for which the spies of the enemy
would seelt in vain, all, all ave published, and that,
too, by the officer who.must, from his official po-
sition,be intrusted with all the seerets of the Army,
If Senators.overlook this act of & high officer of
the Government they fail to do their duty, T'do
not care whom it strikes, or where it strikes; if
any man in this Government should, with good
or bad motive, do anything to injure his country,
he ought to be exposed, whatever may be the
consequences. .

My, President, when Tcame to the city of Wash-
ington I could not help but notice the striking con-
trast between the feeling here and the feeling at
home. Among the people of the States there is
everywhere a fine, generous, noble enthusiasm.
Men are willing to give up their lives to their
country. I camefrom aregion of country where
I saw men worth thousands of dollars, living in
independence, with every comfort around them,
come forward and sign their names to an enlist-
ment by which they engaged to serve as common
goldiers in this war. I saw-old men bring their
sons, robust, stalwart youths, to fight for their
country.. Isaw.mothers and fathers all willing
to give at least one or niore members of their fam-
ily to fight the battles of the country. Every-
where there was the same fine, generous feeling,
and a desire to carry on this war with vigor and
energy. Idonotsee that feeling manifested heve.
On the contrary, in many departments of the Gov-
ernment there have been constant impediments
thrown in the way of the organization of our mil-
itary forces. I speak this Tmowing what 1 say,
and willing to prove it.

I have been told by one officer of the Govern-~
ment that if you take the regular officers of the
Army and attach.them to the voluntcers you
would brealk up the old Army. Why, sir, where
is the old Avmy? Some of the most intelligent
and able of that Army are now fighting against
us. Much of the old Army surrenﬁered, without
striking a blow, in Texas.~ What has become of
the old Army? It ought to be among the things
of the past. All thereis good left of the old Army
should bedistributed among the volunteers. Young
men of high intelligence, who have been educated
at the expense of the Government, are now chas-~
ing drunken reeruits in the large cities for the pur-
poso of filling up the regular Army, while thou-
sands of fine, spirited young men from the country
are begging for a commander. That course of
policy has been pursued from the beginning of
the war. In order to preserve the espril de corps
of the old Army, men of education, of character,
and of experience, have been withheld from the
service of their country in the only place where
they can render that service, and have been kept
recruiting in the whisly holes of the cities. Sir,
it seems to e that is not the spirit that must
guide this war before it can come to & successful
conclusion. It seems to me, if we conld all here
catch the spivit that prevails in the country, if we
could all here feel as our peopleat home feel, this
war would not last Jong. There every man isin-
spired with a conviction that this war is simply
to preserve our counlry; to preserve ils nation-
ality; to preserve its history; to show to all na-
tions and to all time that a republican government
can survive at least a century of peace and pros-

erity. No, Mr. President, this war will never
e carried to a successful issue until all the peo-
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ple of the northern States,and all the loyal people
of this country, are actuated by one }dea: that it
mustbe carried on with whatever sacrificcand cost
simply to preserve our .n‘atgo'nahty, gmd to pre-
serve the unity and indivisibility of this Republic,

I know that very often, esgeclally by some of
my friends whom ¥now see before me, the ques-
tion of slavery and the negro is spoken of in this
contest. Irecord here my solemn conviction that
before this war is over slavery will almost, if not
entirely, cease to be in this country; but at the
same time I say that this war ought to be carvied
on without any regard at all to the subjectof sla-
very orslaves. Itought tobe carried on to preserve
a free government for frec men, without regard to
that institution at all. It must be carried on in
that spirit, or else we are divided and distracted
by dissensions and strifes. Lt us carry-iton in
that spirit. Let us convince every loyal citizen,
wherever he may live, that the object of this war,
its purpose and only end, is to pregerve the Gov-
ernment of our fathers.

My mode of dealing with that troublesome
question (if it is proper to allude to it here) would
be this: I would do everything to strike at vebels;
confiscate their land, their houses, their slaves,
anything., When they take up arms against this
Government, when they commit the act of rebel-
lion, they forfeit their lives by the Constitution of
tho United States; they lose everything. [ would
do everything to protect and uphold the loyal

cople of these Uniled States wherever they live,
1n Tennessee, in Kentucky, in Virginia if there
are any left, Everywhere, wherever they may be
found, T would uplold their hands, secure them in
all their local rights, support, and defend them.
Confiscate everything you choose that is the prop~
erty of rebels, and I will join with you—their
slaves, their property, everything take from them;

- but stand by those who amid trials stand by you

and their country, Iimagine, when the Govern-
mentof the United States confiscates negroes and
slaves, and is substituted in place of the owners of
that property, that the Government of the United
States will not sell those slaves; and you ean all
see the logical effect of this doctrine. Atthesame
time, you must conduct this war not only with
energy and spirit, but so as to convince all loyal
people, without regard to previous political rela-
tions, without regard to sections or localities, that
this war is conducted for the preservation of the
Government, for the Union and the Constitution.
Then let it be conducted with cnergy, and infuse
into all the departments of this Government the
spirit that pervades your people, and I tell you
this war will end; and instead of being a record
of disasters, as it has been heretofore, it will be a
proud record to which you and your children may
point for ages to come,

Mr. GRIMES. In order to meet the views of
the Senator from Ohio, I propose to modify the
substitute which I have offered, so as to make it
read:

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Represeniatives con~
curring,) T'hat a joiut committce of ‘three members of the
Senate, and (our membets of the House of Representatives
be appointed to inquire into the conduet ol the present
wiry und that they have power to send for persons und
papers, and tosit during the segsions ot'elther House of Con-
gress.

Mr. HALE, It steikes me that is a little too
broad; it is not quite pointed enough. I think
that while the conduct of the war generally should
be inquired into, there are one or two events in
its progress that deserve to be pointed at a little
move than this general resolution does. I con-
fess that amongst those I think is that one allu-
ded to in the resolution oviginally introduced by
the Senator from Michigan—the disasterat Ball’s
Bluff. Ythinl the sentiment of this country looks
upon that as one of the most egregious crimes
that was ever committed, It waswithout excuse
or apology. S8ir, there were some of the best
citizens of New England, and especially of Mas-
sachusetts—I have no right especially to speak
of them—that were thrown like slaughtered ani-
mals into the Potomac, and some of the best
blood of New Iingland was wasted and sacrificed
on that oceagions and as gallant and eloquent a
man as ever graced this Chamber wag ruthless!
slain,and, in the opinion of the country , sacrificed,
slanghtered, I think it deserves u little more
pointed place in theresolution than it hasin the
diluted form in which it is presented by my hen-
orable friend from Iowa. As the matter is in the

hands of the Senator from Michigan, however, I
will leave it with him, but these are my convie-
tions,

Mr, CHANDLER. I takeitthat the commit-
tee, under the resolution as it now stands, will
have power to investigate the specific cases al-
iuded to by the Senator from New IHampshire,
I am satisfied with the resolution as it stands.

Mr. HALE, 1move to add, ‘especially the
disaster at Ball’s Bluff.”?

Myr. CHANDLER. Very well; I will accept
that amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MorriLL
in the chair.) It will be considered as so amended,
if there be no objection,

Mr. WILSON. I think we had better stand on
the resolution as modified by the Senator from
Iowa, That is a general proposition, and covers
the whole case; and,as a Senator suggests Lo me,
the committee may Do instructed at any time.

I have a right, Mr, President, to feel ag deeply
ag any Scnator ean feel in vegard to the disaster at
Ball’s Bluff, and I have listened attentively to the
remarks that have been made in regard to it,
have not the information that leads me to give an
intelligent opinion upon that subject. I think
nene of us have the information that will enable
us to fix the responsibility anywhere, We can-
not say who is responsible, nor whether it shall
rest with the living or the dead.

The committee will have the general power of
investigating all these subjects; and 1 think that
ample and sufficient. I was glad to hear to-day
the Senator from Ohio make the suggestion that
this proposition should cover something more
than a few battle-fields. It seems to me, sir, that
we have had a series of military mistakes made;
but the greatest mistakes after all that have been
made in this war, have been the series of irre-
sponsible proclamations made by generals in the
field. Itistime these proclamations ceased. I
would put a law upon the statute-book forbidding
any gencral to'issue a proposition or an order
concerning the rights of any classes of the com-
munity, unless that proposition or that proclama-
tion came from the executive department of the
Government of the United States. I think the
time has come when these proclamations should
cease; when this nation should cease to speak to
the world with a forked tongue; and when the
Government of the country should have a con-
sistent policy in regard to these measures.

As to the failures in the field, it is very easy,
siry to criticise them; but we should all remem-
ber that we have no men in America of militar
experience on anything Jike the scale on whicK
they ave now required to net. We have had a
little army of fourteen o fifteen thousand men.
No ran in this country ever led into action before
this war twelve thousand men, Wehave anarmy
now in the field of half a million of men. We
have generals who have been trained in the mili-
tary service of the country, but on a small scale.
We are calling the military talent of the country
into the field. " It takes more than twenty thou-
sand officers to officer the military force how in
the field in this country, and we ‘have but very
few men that can claim’any military experience,
Those who have any military experience, have
it upon a very small scale indeed,

That mistalkes have been made and will be
made, no one can doubt. We should expect
them. Military mistakes were made in the Revo-
lution, and in the last war with England, and they
will be made until our armies are trained and
fitted, as soldiers, for their duties, We have had,
I think, some of the grossest blunders, but I be-
lieye the greatest mistake of all, in a military
point of view, has taken place down on the coast
of the Carolinas.

I am willing, sir, to have this investigation, I
have no doubt a committee of the two Houses of
Congress will act judiciously, and that facts will
be brought out that may explain the affairs that
have taken place, and put the responsibility of
mistakes where it justly belongs; but 1 go for it
more for the future than for the past, for we should
teach men in civil and in military authority that
the people expect that they will not make mis-
takes, and that we shall not be casy with their
errorg. The public voice demands that all the
capacity, all the character, all that men have and
are, shall be given to the cause of the country, 1

want military men to understand that they are not

to stand upon technicalities for the preservation
of the old Army, or the getting up of & new one,
Such things are all to pass away,and they are to
toil night and day to bring this war to a success-
ful conclusion, 'We cannot help the past. Ishould
like to see the responsibility of the ervors of the
past placed where it belongs; but Ithink the prop-
osition before us showing the tone and temper of
Congress; showing, I thinl, the will of the people
at home, will teach a lesson that may be heeded,
and may be, therefore, conducive to the public
good,. f'vote for it more in the hope of the good
that is to be done in the future by it, than to bring
before the country the mistakes of the past, or to
fix the responsibilities upon any class of men.

'The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Morriry
in the chair.) The Senator from Iowa proposed
to modify his resolution; and the question is upon
agreeing to that modification, The Chair will
consider that asthe sense of the Senate unless
objection be made. The Chair hears no objec-
tion; and the guestion now recurs on the adop-
tion of the resolution, as modified.

Mr. LATHAM. I call for the yeas and nays
upon that guestion, .

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being
taken, resulted—yeas 33, nays 3; as follows:

YEAS—NMessrs, Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark,
Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Grlmes, Hate,
Harlan, Hurris, Howe, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy,
King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Mor-
rill, Pearce, Pomeroy, Powell? Saulsbury, Sherman, Sim-
mong, Sumner, Ton hyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson,
and Wilson——33.

NAYS~—Nessrs. Carlile, Latham, and Rice~3,

So the resolution was agreed to,

On motion of Mr, GRIMES, the Senate then
adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Monpay, December 9, 1861,

The House met at twelve o’clogk, m, Prayer
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H, Stockrox.

The Journal of Thursday last was read and
approved.

Messrs. Crrrrexpey and Marrory of Ken-
tucky, Broww of Virginia, Browye of Rhode
Island, and Woop of New York, appeared in their
seats to-day.

DELEGATE QUALIFIED.

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I vige toa question
of privilege, I presentthe credentials of Jomy B,
S. Toop, Delegale elect from the Territory of
Daltotah. I ask that he be qualified.

Mr. Topp appeared and qualified by taking the
ususl oath to support the Constitution of the
United States,

CLERK TO A COMMITTEE.

Mr, BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent,
submitted the following resolution; which was
read, considered, and agreed to:

RResolved, T'hat the Cominittee of Accounts be authorized

to employ a clerk, at the usual compensation for the time
actually and necessarily employed. . :

VIRGINTA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE.

Mr, DAWES, Irise toaquestion of privilege.
Lam instructed by the Committee of Elections to
report the following resolution:

Resotved, That 8. F, Beach, contesting the right of Hon,-
Charles H. Upton toa seat in this House us i Representative
from the seventh district of the State of Virginiu be,and heis
hereby, required to serve upon said Uptou, within ¢ix days
after the passage of this resolution, n particular statemnent
of the grounds of said coutest, and that said Upten be, nnd
he 1shcrchx, required (o serve upon sald Beaceh his answer
thereto in six days thereafter, and that both parties be al-
lowed twenty days next atter the service of said answer,
to take testimony in support of thelr severel ullegations
and denials befor: come person residing in said district ot
the Distiet of Columbig, authorized by the laws of Vir-
ginta or of the United States to take dupositions ; but in
ail other respeets in the manner preseribed in the act of
Febroary 19, 1851,

T'he resolution was adopted.

Mr. DAWES. At the last sossion, the House
ordered the papers in this ease to he printed.
For some reason or other that order has not been
complied with, and I venew the motion now that
all the papers in the case of that contested elec-
tion be printed,

The SPEAKER, 'The Chair i informed by
the Clerk that the order was made last session.

Mu, DAWES. I have stated that the order was
made, but it never has been exceuted, There are
now some new papors in the case which have been




